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tears, we have still much greater reason to weep for our guilt and repeated
transgressions. Whereas grace in Mary triumphed even over original sin;
we, on the contrary, even after baptism and penance, by which we were
cleansed from sin, return to it again, increase our hereditary weakness and
miseries; and, what is of all things most grievous, infinitely aggravate our
guilt by daily offences. " Who will give water to my head, and a fountain
of tears to my eyes? "* O, Mother of Mercy, let your happy privilege,
your exemption from all sin and concupiscence, inspire you with pity for
our miseries: and by your spotless purity and abundant graces obtain for
us strength against all our dangers, the deliverance from all our miseries,
and the most powerful remedies of divine grace.

Mary, in her conception, was not only free from stain, but moreover
was adorned with the most precious graces, so as to appear beautiful and
glorious in the eyes of God. And the grace she then received was the
seed of the great virtues which she exercised, and the higher graces to
which, by the improvement of her first stock, she was afterwards raised,
during the whole course of her mortal life. By the first graces she was
free from all inclination to accursed pride and from all inordinate self-
love, and remained always perfectly empty of herself. This disposition she
expressed when honoured with the highest graces and exalted to the most
sublime and wonderful spiritual dignity; under which, sinking lower in
her own abyss of weakness and nothingness, she sincerely and purely gave
all glory to him. She confessed aloud that he chose her not for any merit,
or anything he saw in her, but because he would signalize his omnipotence
by choosing the weakest and meanest instrument, and because he saw in
her the nothingness in which he most fitly exerted and manifested his
infinite power and greatness. By a lurking pride we obstruct the designs
of the divine mercy in our favour. The vessel of our heart cannot receive
the plentiful effusion of divine grace so long as it is filled with the poison
of self-love. The more perfectly it is cleansed and empty, the more is it
fitted to receive. As the prophet called for vessels that were empty, that
they might be filled with miraculous oil; so must we present to God
hearts that are perfectly empty, when we pray that he replenish them with
his grace. The exercise of humility, meekness, patience, resignation,
obedience, self-denial, rigorous self-examination, compunction, and penance
begin the work: but prayer and divine love perfect the cleansing of the
fountain from which they spring. Thus are we to attain that purity of
heart and affections by which we shall bear some degree of resemblance to
the holy Mother of God. This grace we ought earnestly to beg of God,
through her intercession, and particularly to commend to him, through her,
the preservation of the holy virtue of purity.

The Immaculate Conception of the holy Mother of God was not only
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